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New! 
kiedtrielad 
4x-12x 


“Big Game-Varmint’’ Variable 
with Parallax Adjustment 


This is the last word in variable scopes— 
designed for the man who hunts and shoots 
the year-round and wants one scope to do 
several jobs. 

In addition to the superior optical quality 
for which Redfield variables are famed, the 
4x-12x features a Parallax-Focus adjustment on 
the objective bell, calibrated from 50 yards to 
infinity. Positive stops are built in to prevent 
turning the adjustment more than the one full 
turn necessary. 

Some highly sophisticated engineering 
features in the variable action have reduced 
point-of-impact change to virtually zero. 

All this—and more! The 4x-12x may be 
obtained with Redfield's exclusive ACCU-® 
RANGE... the only accurate built-in range 
indicator on the market today! 


Also New for Bench Buffs: 
The first REALLY NEW Target 
Scope development in years! 


Available late summer or early fall—in 12x, 16x, 20x or 
24x—with crisp, consistent, 4%” micrometer 

click adjustments accurate to +1/32 

minute—internal moisture and dirt-proof 

windage and elevation adjustments— 

longer eye relief and axial eye movement 

than any other target scope on the market— 

will come complete with improved 1” ring-type mounts 


to assure solid, sturdy, recoilproof dependability. If 
you're planning to buy—it might pay you to wait! 


And for the metallic-sight shooter... 
The Redfield ‘‘VARD’’ 
(Variable Diopter) 


An optical attachment for receiver 
sights that affords from +1 to —1 diopter “J 
adjustment for sharpening sight picture to a crisp, 
sharp black. Legal for smallbore metallic sight 
matches. Disc-block assemblies in all new Redfield 
metallic receiver sights being made to accommodate 
the Vard (with a bushing to accommodate the 
standard disc). Arrangements will be made for 
converting older Olympics and Internationals to 

the new disc-block at the factory 

for a small charge. 


LS.U. PACK 
An extension of International 
Front Inserts, for larger 1.S.U. 
Targets. Clear and Steel in 
150”, .155”, .160” and .165”. Two 
posts, .090” and .110", in vinyl 
insert holder. 


INSERT APERTURE GAUGE 
For measuring I.D. of Inserts 


WRITE FOR TARGET INFORMATION 
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SIGHTING IN 


“To everything there is turn, and a time for every purpose.” With this in 
mind we are pleased to bring you this edition of Precision Shooting. 


It is our hope that you have been taken by surprise and that the surprise 
is a pleasant one. 


Beginning with this issue we will be sporting a full color jacket most of 
the time. A new, easier to read type appears within these covers along with 
a bit of color here and there all aimed toward making the magazine more 
enjoyable for you. 


We are interested in accomplishing three things: (1) improving service to 
readers and NBRSA members; (2) increasing NBSRA membership; and (3) 
building the readership of Precision Shooting. All of you must share an interest 
with us in attaining these goals in order for us to achieve any measure of 
success. 


We believe that the ranks of the NBRSA contain the finest and most know- 
ledgeable talent in the shooting game. If our belief is correct then it follows 
that the voice of our membership should reflect this expertise and our pub- 
lication should bear witness to this claim. 


These changes have required an investment. As with any investment we 
are assuming a bit of a risk by upgrading the content and appearence of 
the publication. We feel that this is a sound investment. Your support will be 
the test. 


If each one of you would sign up just one new NBRSA member during the 
year, obviously our ranks would double. 

Certainly this is a modest request which would result in a considerable benefit 
to the game and the Association. Give this some .thought, then get out and 
sign up that new member. It will be a valuable contribution on your part to 
the improvement of the game. 

A technical question and answer column by Mike Walker will appear month- 
ly. Shoot the questions along. Mike is the first to admit that he doesn’t have 
all of the answers, but his opinions have earned the respect of benchresters and 
shooters everywhere. 

Dermot Reilly, well known to us all, will provide some timely tips and 
interesting comments on the shooting game from his experience over the years. 

Bob Stinehour will have a regular stocking column, and Bill Purcell will 
put together a series of features for us. These gentlemen know the business 
and plan to share their knowledge with PS readers. 

Phil Teachout has devoted a good portion of his life to the shooting game 
and has made this magazine a voice in the shooting world. Phil will handle 
the chores of technical advisor, and his knowledge and experience will be 
called upon often. 

Dr. Alonzo H. Garcelon, NBRSA’S able president, has promised to stim- 
ulate us with his provocative and candid comments on the benchrest game 
in the President’s Column. 

Betty Summerall Duncan’s Random Shots column adds philosphy, humor 
and down right good advice to our list of offerings. 

PS is billed as “a magazine for shooters by shooters.” In order to fulfill 
this promise we have to hear from you. 


Jefferson D. Ackor 


NBRSA OFFICE MEMO 


Available from the Secretary’s office are 
the following: 100 and 200 yard targets in 
cartons of 500 only, $11.25. (10% discount 
for affiliated clubs) Coat brassards, $1.25 
each; and rule books, $.50 each. 

NBRSA membership for one year is $6.00. 
This includes a subscription to PRECISION 
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SHootinc for the membership term. 
NBRSA associate membership, no magazine, 
$2.50 a year. NBRSA Life Membership, 
$75.00. Club affiliation fee, $10 annually. 
Contact Bernice McMullen, Sec. Treas., 
NBRSA, 607 West Line Street, Minerva, 
Ohio 44657. 


Precision Shooting 
Has New Editor 


Effective with this issue the editor- 
ship of Precision Shooting magazine 
becomes the responsibility of Jefferson 
D. (Jeff) Ackor of Winthrop, Maine. 

Jeff is a resolute outdoorsman of 30 
years who like most of the rest of us 
can never find enough time to persue 
the sports he loves so well, hunting 
shooting and fishing. 

A graduate of the University of 
Maine he is a four-year veteran of the 
U. S. Navy and has held positions 
with McGraw-Hill Publishing Com- 
pany in New York City; two Maine 
daily newspapers, the Bangor Daily 
News and the Biddeford-Saco Journal 
and most recently was employed as 
Press Secretary to former Maine Gov- 
ernor John H. Reed. Jeff is currently 
a consultant with the Maine Depart- 
ment of Health and Welfare. 

He and his wife Susan have two 
sons. 

He will need the support of all 
NBRSA members in this new under- 
taking and I am confident he will get 
it. 

Dr. Alonzo H. Garcelon, President 


Notice to Advertisers 


Future issues of Precision Shooting will 
be printed by .the offset process. The cur- 
rent issue marks the change to offset and 
to full color covers. We are now equipped 
to handle your color advertising needs in 
full color on the cover. pages or in two 
color anywhere inside. 

Reproductions, photos and scotch prints 
will be accepted for future insertions. Rate 
cards will be mailed upon request. 


THE COVER 


Perhaps some of you have heard of or 
seen a George H. Ferris, Caplock, Muzzle 
Loading, Bench Rest Rifle. Built about 
1850 the Ferris pictured currently ts 
owned by NBRSA President, Dr. Alonzo 
H. Garcelon of Augusta, Maine. 

On page four is the story that goes 
with the rifle. The photo was taken by 
Jeff Ackor with a 4x5 speed graphic on 
Ecktachrome daylight type B film. 


A Member of 


Long Standing 


by Atonzo H. GarcELon 


There is someting about a snow 
storm; perhaps it’s the quiet, silent 
beauty that makes a man want to stop 
and reflect a moment. It was that 
kind of night. It was the worst storm 
of the winter. The snow fell softly at 
times and then the wind would whip 
the flakes into a wall. 

Its a five minute drive from my 
office home. On this evening the trip 
took me a good hour. After changing 
clothes I began clearing the driveway 
and walks. Snow was. still coming 
down, gently at times, drifting silently 
across the yards and streets. In the 
quiet of my evening’s work I began 
thinking about two of my favorite 
things: guns and benchrest shooting. 

My work finished, I headed for 
the gun room where my thoughts cont- 
inued. At one time New Yorkers built 
some of the finest guns in the world. I 
reached into the gun cabinet and took 
out one such piece that I had purchas- 
ed some years ago from Mr. R. C. 
Shannon who treasured it as I do. 
Known as the George H. Ferris 
Caplock Muzzle Loading Benchrest 
Rifle, it was built about 1850. I have 
owned many muzzle loading caplock 
rifles, but this one is one of the finest 
I have ever had the chance to own, 
shoot and get to really know. A rifle 
like this can give a fellow a pretty 
good idea of where we have been in 
benchrest shooting in the past, and 
lead him to think a bit about where 
we are going in the future. 

The marking “Cast Steel E. Rem- 
ington and Sons” on the barrel serves 
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BULLET SWAGE, capper, powder vials and patch cutter are shown with patches and primers. 


to date the gun, for this steel was 
used by most barrel makers until about 
1853 when Sir Joseph Whitworth 
brought out his Whitworth fluid com- 
pressed steel which most of the better 
gunsmiths in this country immediately 
began using. 

Barrel blanks for guns such as this 
one were drilled with a twist drill. 
This not only took time, but also 
took great care and skill to get a 
straight hole through the length of the 
blank. After the blank had been drill- 
ed the next step was the making of 
the false muzzle. 

To make the false muzzle the blank 
was set up in a lathe and a section 
a little longer than the barrel diameter 
was turned. Next, about three quart- 
ers of this portion was cut off. Four 
small holes were drilled and reamed 
in both the barrel end and one end 
of the cut-off portion. These holes 
were fitted with small, steel, dowel 
pins which served to hold the false 
muzzle in place. Following this, both 
the barrel and false muzzle were ream- 
ed and rifled, and in most cases I 
suspect “leaded” or lapped. 

The smaller barrels were straighten- 
ed by striking them on an anvil or 
block of wood, a method still used to- 
day. Because of its size, I do not be- 
lieve that this barrel could be straight- 
ened at least not by this method. I 
suspect that the barrel is as it was 
originally drilled, reamed, rifled and 
lapped. 

As a side note, in the book The 
Muzzle Loading Caplock Rifle, Ned 


H. Roberts says, “A rifle barrel that 
is even slightly crooked certainly can 
never shoot accurately at any range.” 
I believe modern benchrest shooting 
has proved this to be an error, for 
certainly shooters like William Cotter, 
Ed McNally, Clyde Hart, Charles 
Hart, Chuck Hart, Jerry Hart, Mike 
Walker, and many others have won 
matches and tournaments and, on at 
least two occasions national champ- 
ionships with barrels, which by their 
own admissions, were not perfectly 
straight. 

It may be that using a lead bullet 
with a crooked barrel, as is the case 
with the Ferris rifle, results in the gun 
shooting less precisely. However, with 
modern jacketed bullets, this isn’t the 
case. I don’t mean to imply here 
that a crooked barrel is better than a 
straight barrel, but there is some 
question as to whether or not a 
straight barrel will shoot a great deal 
better, within reason, than a slightly 
crooked one. 

Perhaps the important point here 
is that arbitrary statements of fact 
concerning gun matters are nearly 
impossible to make. Most benchrest 
shooters discover early in the game 
that the more a fellow learns, the less 
he feels he knows. 

THE STOCK 

The Ferris has a stock typical of 
guns of this period. It is a one-piece, 
grained walnut and extends about 
one-third the length of the barrel. 
The deep reddish color is one that I 
personally admire in a finished gun 
stock. It appears to have a linseed oil 
finish, highly rubbed. 

The fixtures are of German silver 
and include the ferrules that hold the 
ramrod, the pin that secures the barrel 
to the stock, a neat and simply 
designed patchbox, the butt plate 
and trigger guard. The forend tip of 
the stock differs in that it is pewter. 

Except for the patent breech which 
is case hardened, the barrel has a 
browned finish. 

THE BULLET MOULD 

The bullet mould is bronze with a 
cutoff, and was not meant to cast a 
two-piece bullet as were many of the 
same area. In making lead bullets for 
this gun — I have cast them both 
with a lead pot and ladle and with 
a Potter electric furnace — the bullets 
from the electric furnace seem to 
weigh more consistently and appear to 
be of finer texture than those cast 
with a ladle. I cannot verify that one 
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shoots better than the other. It appar- 
ently makes little difference. 
THE BULLET SWAGE 

The gun is equipped with a bullet 
swage. The swage is a steel cylinder 
about one inch in diameter, three in- 
ches long, with a hole drilled about 
two-thirds of the way through it. 
The bottom of the hole has been 
shaped to the exact size and form of 
the finished bullet. The swage has 
been reamed, highly polished and 
hardened. A steel, cylindrical punch 
fits into the upper end of the hole 
in the swage. In use, the bullet is 
slightly oiled .and dropped into. the 
swage; the punch inserted behind it. 
The swage is then supported on an 
anvil. A blow or series of blows are 
struck on the end of the punch, com- 
pressing the bullet to the exact size, 
shape and diameter desired. Next, the 
punch is removed, the swage inverted 
and the bottom of the swage struck 
causing the bullet hopefully to drop 
out. It is my belief that the swage was 
the biggest problem in the whole pro- 
cess of loading this gun, and its use 
resulted in a great deal of profanity¥ 
for quite often the bullet did not drop 
out. 

I believe it was Brockway who de- 
signed a swage of this type with a 
hole drilled the full length through 
the device. A plunger pin would then 
be employed to strike the end of the 
bullet and drive it out. This is some- 
what similar to the operation of 
Biehler and Astles dies of modern 
times, at least in principle. 

The bullets for the Ferris were 
meant to be shot with a patch. These 
patches were oiled with sperm oil and 
were prepared prior to going to a 
match and were placed in a separate 
tin receptacle. 

Included with the equipment is a 
patch cutter that can cut a number of 
patches at one time. Patches that 
came with the gun are of high grade 
linen. I have continued to use a like 
material. There was no powder horn 


with the gun. I doubt if one was ever’ 


made for use with it. There is, how- 


ever, a powder flask with several 
specific loads marked on the flask 
tube. 


An unusual item with the gun is a 
co-called capper, cap primer or cap 
magazine. This is somewhat similar in 
principle to the priming tubes .avail- 
able with modern presses. These cap 
magazines were pressed over the nip- 
le and the cap forced on. The maga- 
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ACCESSORIES with the Ferris Rifle include bullet starter, false muzzle, bench and funnel. 
Also shown are target and original newspaper account. 


zine holds about 35 to 40 caps at a 
time. The device is made from Ger- 
man silver. 

Getting back to the barrel, it’s 
heavy, massive and fairly long — 32 
inches — typical of the guns of that 
day that were shot from the bench. 
It is octagonal, the full length ex- 
cept for .1580 of an inch that was 
reduced in the lathe to a cylindrical 
size of 1.485’ when making the false 
muzzle, and it corresponds to the di- 
ameter of the false. muzzle. The barrel 
measures 1.5241” from flat to flat. 
The flats are .625” across. The patent 
breech, really an extension of the bar- 
rel, is 1 and 5/16 inches long. The bore 
diameter is .4880/ with seven shallow 
grooves. The false muzzle is 1.485” in 
diameter and corresponds with the 
short, rounded end of the barrel. The 
false muzzle is 1.293” in length and 
has four pins 1.080” long with a di- 
ameter of .191”. The bore of the false 
muzzle fans out toward the muzzle 
end from .4880” in diameter to .6970’, 
with a marked increase in the depth 
and width of the lands and grooves. 

The gun, without false muzzle and 
bullet starter, weighs 2214 pounds. The 
false muzzle and bullet starter weigh 
1% pounds. The gun has a double set 
trigger. The front trigger is simply a 
straight, thin rod with a small ball on 
the end of it. The rear trigger is of a 
traditional type and the arrangement, 
similar to triggers you now see in very 
high grade match pistols as used in 
international shooting. 

THE SIGHTS 

The front sight is a small, silver 
tube one inch long and one half inch 
in diameter which contains a very 
fine, small, pinhead type bead. The 
rear sight is unusual. It is a narrow 
spring steel bar that is screwed to the 


top of the barrel, extending back some 
seven inches behind the barrel. The 
sight is raised or lowered by a screw 


Continued on page 11 


CE GAUGES 


FOR MATCHLES 
ACCURACY 


Don’t be HALF-SAFE! 
Headspace: the most volatile thousandth- 
of-an-inch on your rifle. To ard your 
accuracy, your ey your eyesight, even 

._ chec 


your life . . headspace with pre- 
cision-ground FORSTER GAUGES. ‘“Go- 
Gauges” check minimum headspace. ‘‘No- 


Go” Gauges indicate maximum limits for 
best accuracy. If action accepts “Field” 
Gauge, it should not be fired. Order by 
make and caliber. 

Rimless & Belted Calibers—$4.50 per gauge 
Rimmed Calibers--$3.25 per gauge. 


Write for catalog. 


Ss Saas 
ACCESSORIES 
FORSTER CASE TRIMMER, 

1 COLLET & 1 PILOT ...... $14.25 
BULLET PULLER, W\TH 

ONE, COBUET nce ede ee ine ou $4.75 
OUTSIDE NECK TURNER, 

WITH ‘ONE PILOT oo. .s fcc $10.75 
INSIDE NECK REAMER ...... $5.5 
PRIMER POCKET CLEANER 

WEEE CRIN TE pcs a 50 6 eb 4p $2.00 


INSIDE-OUTSIDE CASE 
CHAMFERING TOOL ......... $2.75 
bab rataraee HAND SCREWS, 


EACH 
30/06 BULLET NOSE TRIMMER, 
FOR REMOVING THE POINT 
SQUARELY AND UNIFORMLY 
FROM MILITARY CARTRIDGES 
PRIOR TO HOLLOW POINTING $4.75 
PRIMER POCKET CHAMFERING TOOL. 


hs 
UNIVERSAL HOLLOW POINTER 


FITS ANY CALIBER IN EITHER 
1/16” or %” DRILL SIZE .... $4.75 


REPEAT 
PERFORMANCE! 


Proot of Sierra’s 


using a .308” Sierra 168 gr. Inter- 
national Bullet; 39 grs. 3031 pow- 
der with Remington 912M primers. 
We constantly check the accuracy 
of Sierra Bullets on our 200 yd. 
underground test range. These six 
5-shot groups are typical of the 
results. The groups were fired 
consecutively at 100 yds. from a 
bench rest position by Ferris Pin- 
dell and Frank Snow with two 
different rifles. 


Find out for yourself what real 
accuracy is! Shoot Sierra Bullets! 


AT GUN DEALERS EVERYWHERE 


SIERRA 
BULLETS 


10532 S. Painter Ave. ¢ Santa Fe Springs, Cali‘. 


NBRSA 1967 Bench Rest Match Schedule 


EASTERN REGION 


AUGUSTA, OHIO: June 10 and 11, B.R.R. 
and H.V. July 15, (Saturday afternoon) B. 
R.R. and H.V. August 19, (Saturday after- 
noon) B. R. R. and H. V. September 16 
and 17, Bench Rest Rifle — Eastern Region 
Championship. Reed’s Run Rifle Range, 
Mrs. Marie Brown, Box 66, Augusta, Ohio 
44607. 


EASTERN, OHIO: Chippewa Rifle Club, 
co Nelson Berger, Sec’y, Marshalville, 
Ohio 44645 


GREENVILLE, MICHIGAN: July 1 and 2, 
July 22 and 23, all Bench Rest Rifle and 
Heavy Varmint classes. Flat River Con- 
servation Club, c 0 Roger L. Powers, 509 
Van Deinse Ave., Greenville, Mich 48838. 


WAPWALLOPEN, PENNA.;: July 8 and 9, 
Bench Rest Rifle and Heavy Varmint 
classes. August 29, 30, 31 and September 
1, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP VAR- 
MINT AND SPORTER CLASS MAT- 
CHES. Council Cup Rifle Range, co 
Robert W. Hart, 332 Montgomery St., 
Nescopeck, Pa. 18635. 


CANTON, OHIO: June 3 and 4, August 
5 and 6, Heavy Vermint class. Canton- 
McKinley Rifle Club, Canton, Ohio. 


JOHNSTOWN, NEW YORK: June 17 
and 18, Bench Rest Rifle class. August 11, 
12 and 13 (three days), Eastern Region 
Varmint and Sporter class Championship 
matches. Pine Tree Rifle Club, c o Ralph 
Skakel, Sec’y, 210 Burton St., Johnstown, 
N. Y. 12095. 


FASSETT, PENNA.: June 24 and 25, 
July 29 and 30, September 23 and 24; all 
three class Varmint and Sporter; Sept- 
ember match is Pennsylvania State Champ- 
ionship. South Creek Rod and Gun Club, 
c o Gerald Amold, Sec’y, R.D. 2, Gillett, 
Pa. 16925. .... 


GULF COAST REGION 


ABILENE, TEXAS: October 17-18-19-20, 
National Championship Bench Rest Rifle 
tournament at West Texas Sportsman Club, 
P. O. Box 1213, Abilene, Texas 79604, or 
contact J. L. Bonner, P. O. Box 606, Cross 
Plains, Texas 76443. 


GRAND PRAIRIE, TEXAS: Gulf Coast 
Regional Tournaments (combined with 
TBRSA tournaments):Sporter Rifle class 
August 5, Light Varmint Rifle class August 
6. Grand Prairie Rifle and Pistol Club. 
Contact John H. Bunch, 1410 Pickwick 
Lane, Irving, Texas 75060. 


MIDLAND, TEXAS: 
Championship Matches ; 


Bench Rest 
Light Varmint 


Texas 


Rifle class June 3, Heavy Varmint Rifle 
class June 4 — Sporter Rifle class July 1, 
Hunter Rifle July 2 (T. B. R. S. A. reg- 
istered). September 10, Hunter Rifle (Texas 
Championship — T. B. R. S. A. rules). 
Permian Basin Rifle and Pistol Club, P.O. 
Box 459, Midland, Texas. Contact R. C. 
Hanson, P. O. Box 4095, Midland, Texas 
79701 


MID-CONTINENT REGION 


WICHITA, KANSAS: July 15, Sat 7 P. M. 
Heavy Varmint (Kansas State Champion- 
ship). August 12, Sat. 7 P. M. unrestricted 
Bench Rest Rifle (Kansas State Champion- 
ship) October 8, Sunday 1 P. M. all classes. 
Wichita Bench Rest Rifle Club, Contact 
Henry W. Barton, 1841 S. Chautauqua, 
Wichita, Kans. 67211. 


KANSAS CITY, KANSAS: June 10, Sat. 
4 P. M. Unrestricted Bench Rest Rifle. 
August 5, Sat. 4 P. M. unrestricted Bench 
Rest Rifle Regional Championship Sept- 
ember 9 Sat. 4 P. M. Heavy Varmint class 
Regional Championship. November 4, Sat. 
4 P. M. Heavy Varmint and unrestricted 
BRRA 5-shot. Mill Creek Rifle Club, Inc., 
L. F. Carden, Sec’y, 5022 Waverly, Kansas 
City, Kansas 66104. 


TULSA, OKLAHOMA: June 25, Sun. 9 
A. M. all classes. July 22, Sat 7 P. M. 
all classes. August 19, Sat. 7 P. M. all 
classes. September 17, Sunday 9 A. M. 
all classes. Tulsa Bench Rest Rifle Club, 
Inc., Mrs. Joan Morgan, Sec’y, R. R. 1, 
Box 329, Seminole, Oklahoma 74868. 


MISSISSIPPI VALLEY REGION 


ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI: Mississippi Valley 
Regional Championship June 10th Light 
Varmint 9 A. M. and Bench Rest Rifle 
2 P. M., and June 11th, Heavy Varmint, 
9 A.M. and Sporter 2 P. M. SPEER 
MATCH July Ist, Bench Rest Rifle 100 
yards 8 A. M. and Heavy Varmint 100 
yards 2 P. M., and July 2nd Bench Rest 
Rifle 200 yards 8 A. M. and Heavy Var- 
mint 200 yards 2 P. M., July 22nd, Hunter 
Rifle 10 A. M., and July 23rd Bench Rest 
Rifle and Light Varmint 10 A. M. Bench 
Rest Rifle Club of St. Louis. Contact Arthur 
J. Freund, 1038 Hornsby Ave., St. Louis, 
Mo. 63147. 


SOUTHWEST REGION 


YREKA, CALIFORNIA: July 29 and 30, 
West Coast Championships, restricted and 
unrestricted Bench Rest Rifle, Heavy and 
Light Varmint classes. Yreka rifle Club, 
contact Ray E. Jones, 508 Knapp St., 
Yreka, California 96097. 
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NORTH CENTRAL REGION 


IOWA FALLS, IOWA: June 17, Sporter 
class — night — and June 18, Heavy and 
Light Varmint classes 9 A. M. July 22, 
Heavy and Light Varmint classes — night 
and July 23, Sporter class 9 A. M. Au- 
gust 19, Sporter class — night — and August 
20, Heavy and Light Varmint classes 9 
A. M. Iowa Falls Gun Club, Lee R. Bod- 
dy, Sec’y, Iowa Falls, Iowa 50126. 


BUFFALO, WYOMING: July 8 and 9, 
Mid-year Matches, Varmint and Sporter 
classes, registered. August 27, Sporter Mat- 
ches. September 24, Hunters Matches (not 
registered). Buffalo Outdoor Rifle Club, 


Contact. C. Hankins, P.O. Box 151, 
Buffalo, Wyo. 82834, 

NORTHWEST REGION 

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON: Registered 


shoots; June at 100 and 200 yards. July 
16 (9 AM), unrestricted Bench Rest Rifle, 
100 and 200 yards. August 13 (9 AM) 
Heavy and Light Varmint, 100 and 200 
yards. 


Non-registered shoots: April 2 (9 AM), 
Heavy and Light Varmint classes at 100 
and 200 yards. May 7 (9 AM), Heavy and 
Light Varmint at 200 yards for score. 
September 3 (10 AM), Hunter Rifle at 100 
yards. Five 8-shot matches for score and 
five 3-shot matches for group. 

Puget Sound Benchrest Rifle Club, Inc., 
M. M. Oakley, Pres., 7230 So. 116th, Seat- 
tle, Wash. 98178. 


* * * 
1967 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 
TOURNAMENTS 


THE VARMINT AND SPORTER 
RIFLE CLASS National Championship 
matches will be fired at the Council Cup 
Rifle Range, Wapwallopen, Pennsylvania 
on August 29, 30, 31 and September 1, 
1967 (Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday), The pre-match contact per- 
son is Robert W. Hart, 332 Montgomery 
Street, Nescopeck, Pa. 18635. 


THE BENCH REST RIFLE CLASS 
National Championship matches will be 
fired on the range of the West Texas 
Sportsman Club at Abilene, Texas on Oct- 
ober 17, 18, 19 and 20, 1967 (Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday). The 
sponsoring club’s address is West Texas 
Sportsman Club, P.O. Box 1213, Abilene, 
Texas 79604, or personal contact may be 
made with John D. Richardson, 2660 
Rountree, Abilene, Texas 79601. 


NOTE 


Clubs are urged to report match re- 
sults promptly to the NBRSA secre- 
tary’s office as well as to PRECISION 
SHOOTING. 
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South Creek Reports 


by Laura B. ANDREWS 


Spring has arrived at South Creek 
and with it the end of the Winter 
League Bench Rest Shooting Matches. 
There were eight matches from Jan- 
uary 15th thru April 16th, and I 
might say they were well attended. 
From all reports the matches were en- 
joyed by the shooters in spite of the 
zero temperatures and snow. 

After the final match on April 16th 
a banquet was held at the Colonial 
Inn in Horseheads for all officials, 


shooters and guests, with approx- 
imately 33 attending. Lynn Smith 
was Master of Ceremonies and 


awarded a trophy to the winner of 
the Grand Aggregate, which was fig- 
ured on the best of five aggregates 
during the matches, A trophy for the 
smallest group fired was won by Ted 
Boughton with a group of .128. 

As a token of gratitude, a hand- 
tooled leather billfold with monogram 
and N.B.R.S.A. insignia, was_pre- 
sented to Lynn Smith, range master, 
for the registered shoots held at South 
Creek. Lynn has been very faithful in 
the range master’s chair, even to the 
point of laying off work on Friday 
nights, so as to be bright eyed and 
raring to go on Saturday mornings 
with the first command “weigh in 
rifles and draw for benches”. 

Now that the Winter matches are 
over, the club is in the process of 
planning better facilities for next 
winters matches, and currently getting 
ready for the first registered Bench 
RestMatch on June 24th and 25th. 
‘We are polishing the “Welcome 
Mat” and making improvements for 
trailers and campers. 

Reports of the Grand Aggregates fol- 


low: 


GRAND AGGREGATES 


T. Boughton .463 
J. Stekle 473 
R. Hart 474 
A. Glover 494 
C. Andrews 510 


SAM BOND e 


NEW PHILADELPHIA, OHIO 
RETAIL & WHOLESALE 


SHOOTING & HUNTING SUPPLIES 
CARD FOR LIST 


q GUNS DEse 
400 PY. 


Re PRECISIONEERED cy 
“CADiNG EQuE®S 


UNIFLOW 


POWDER 
MEASURE 


With this tool you don’t have 
to be an expert to throw con- 
sistently accurate, uniform 
volume powder charges! 
RCBS Precisioneered® meas- 
uring cylinder pours powder 
to prevent clogging caused 
by. dumping charge. Adjusts 
quickly and easily from one 
charge to another. Mounts 
easily on press or bench. 
Powder level visible at all 
times. Also available with 
small measuring cylinder for 
bench rest and pistol shoot- 
ers: complete with stand 
plate, large or small cylinder. 


$4995 


with both measuring cylinders $24.90 


Buy from your gun dealer and be sure! 
WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG 


> REBS wc. 


Dept. H-s , P.O. Box 7297 Oroville, Calif. 95965 


BENCH REST AND VARMINT 
SHOOTERS 


The bullet jacket supply situation is A 
in a stae of rapid change. Write for 
current prices and what jackets are 
available. 


Please Send Stamped Envelope. 


3/16”, .240” & 5/16” lead wire in 25 Ib. spools 
@ $10.00 FOB Rochester 
KENRU Precision Soft Swaged 22 caliber Bullets 
-38 cal. & .44 cal. Half-Jackets. Inquire re prices. 
Please enclose payment with all orders, New 
York residents add sales tax, over-payment 
promptly refunded. Also SEND SELF ADDRESSED 
ENVELOPE or RETURN POSTAGE with all in- 
quiries. (member NRA and NBRSA) 
KENRU RELOADING SERVICE 


166 Normandy Ave. 
Rochester, New York 14619 


| J-B NON-IMBEDDING 
z BORE CLEANING 
COMPOUND— 
Especially 


compounded for 
the removal of lead, metal 
and powder fouling from 
rifles, pistols, shotguns. Guar- 
‘anteed to improve accuracy— 
_will not harm finest bore. 


2-OUNCE JAR 
$1.50 POSTPAID 


Pennsylvanians add 5% 
State Tax 
Jobbers & Dealer 
Inquiries invited. 


JIM BROBST 


31 South Third Street 
Hamburg, Penn. 19526 


AGT 


HORNADYS 
FOR VARMINTS 


Fast starts aren’t the whole story in 
varmint shooting. The energy that 
hits is the energy that counts; and 
at ranges over 200 yards the extra 
efficiency of extra weight Hornady 
Bullets for varmints can provide im- 
portant advantages. In the compara- 
tive tables below, the heavyweights 
all start slower but arrive at 400 
yards with greater velocity and 
energy. They buck the wind better, 
too. With explosive thin jacket de- 
sign and superlative accuracy, these 
Hornady heavyweight bullets are your 
best choice for distant varmints. 


+222 REMINGTON 


73 Bullets for Handloading 
Send for List 


ornady 
BULLETS 


HORNADY MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
DEPT. 5p, : GRAND ISLAND, NEBR. 68801 


Pd 
Random Shots 


By Betty Summerall Duncan 


According to Ricochets, the excell- 
ent monthly periodical of the Pheonix 
Rod and Gun Club, it was “a relaxed 
Bob Boydston” who rode roughshod 
over shooters from 14 states in the 
2nd Annual Roadrunner Open. As 
March winds howled across the des- 
ert, Boydston turned on his famed 
doping ability which hasn’t been con- 
necting up to full power during a rec- 
ent slump. It was not with irons, how- 
ever, that the “natural born brown- 
eyed iron sight shooter” made _ his 
greatest inroads .. . The nickname 
was given to him by Lynn Roberson, 
of McAlester, Okla., who observed 
that few really top iron sight shooters 
are brown-eyed. Interesting? Do any 
of you qualify?. . . 

The “natural born iron sight shoot 
er” on March 4th was Herb Hollister 
with a winning 1588-93X, flanked by 
Karl Kenyon’s 1586-87X, and Boy- 
dston’s 1586-86X, Placing 4th 
and 5th were Ken Stannard of Wee- 
hawken, N.J., and NRA _ President 
Harlon B. Carter with 1583-91X and 
1583-81X, respectively. . High Expert 
by 18 points was NRA Director and 
NBRSA Life Member Edwin Reiten, 
Cooperstown, N.D., with 1575-66X. 
He only fired one day. 

Frank R. Boyd of Dover, N.J. start- 
ed out like a pro with a 400-30X 
Dewar metallic win over Kenyon’s 
399-25X and Boydston’s 399-23X. At 
100-yds it was Hollister — 396-20X, 
Boydston — 396-19X, Stannard — 
396-18X, and Henry Benson — 396- 
15X. Quite a few dropped quite a 
few points in that snare. . . Harlon 
Carter came to the fore in the meter, 
scoring 396-25X, as Kenyon and Hol- 
lister followed with  394-22’s. Jim 
Scoville, Osage -City, Kansas, and 
Bill Hankins of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 
were next with 393-20X and 393-16X. 


. -Boyd was again in there at 50-yds. 
His 400-35X was flanked by Kenyon- 
400-25X, Hollister — 400-24X, and 
Boydston — 400-23X. 

It must have been rough for the 
2-man team match at 100-yds any. 
Harlon Carter and Creed Page, 
Grand Junction, Colorado, teamed up 
for a creditable 794-52X. They led 
second-place Hollister and Col. John 
Raymer, of Modesto, Calif., by more 
than a couple of points. 

Getting back to Boydston, his ad- 
vantage with the Hensoldt Diopter 
was outweighed by his skillful shoot- 
ing with scope. He got with it in the 
Dewar any with a winning 399-28X, 
followed by Stannard’s 399-24X, Cart- 
er and Chet Beasley’s 399-23’s. . .Still 
up there at 100-yds, Boydston’s 397- 
18X led Dr. Leonard Brewster, of 
Tucson, by 2 X’s. Beasley, of Mandan, 
N.D., was 3rd — 395-22X%, by an X 
over Bob Holtzman of Phoenix. . .It 
was Harlon Carter at 50-meters, his 
specialty, firing 399-32X% over Boyds- 
ton’s 399-25X, and George Stid- 
worthy’s 398-30X .. .Creed Page, an- 
other BSA-er, won at 50-yds. He had 
400-31X, Benson — 400-30X, Kenyon 
and Stidworthy — 400-29X. 

Bob Boydston, firing Eley Tenex in 
a BSA Mk II with Mk I trigger and 
Kenyon barrel with DeSimone scope, 
took the Any Sight Aggregate with 
a 1593-101X. Leonard Brewster was 
runner-up — 1590-90X, with George 
Stidworthy’s 1589-107X, Harlon Cart- 
ers 1588-107X, Benson’s 1587-113X 
and Holtzman’s 1587-83X, trailing. 

In view of the chilling winds, there 
was a double incentive to fire 400’s. 
Arizona Roadrunner sweatshirts were 
awarded to the following seven com- 
petitors who fired 400’s —: Frank 
Boyd and Karl Kenyon, who had two 
possibles each; Hollister, Boydston, 
Page, Benson, and Stidworthy. As 
Chuck Crabtree remarked in his PR& 
GC Smallbore News, the other 
shooters just “had to move a little 
closer to the fire.” 

If you doubt that Boyston’s 3179- 
187X Grand Aggregate score was hot, 
ask some of the visitors who were init- 
iated to desert wind currents. . . 
Though somewhat behind Boydston’s 
pace, Herb Hollister performed his 
usual creditable job with a 3173-186X 
for the runner-up spot. . . .He was 
pushed by Karl Kenyon — 3172- 
166X, Harlon Carter — 3171-188X, 
Benson — 3168-205X, and _ Holt- 
zman — 3168-182X. 
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CASE TO CHAMBER 
NECK FIT 


by Doak Criss 


The case neck thickness discussion 
sure has been interesting and has put 
new life in’ things. It is a departure 
from the conventional “Thick case 
case necks create dangerous pressure” 
theme song that is second only to 
“Headspace” as sung by the majority 
of the gun writers. Anyone who loads 
ammunition surely has graduated by- 
yond that page in the instruction book 
and eagerly seeks the more technical 
aspects yet to be written. 

A composite of the last three issues 
of Precision Shooting has been most 
educational, but before someone starts 
whittling on the necks and ruins a 
bunch of otherwise good cases they 
better be advised that “there ain’t no 
such thing as an overly thick store 
bought case neck in a store bought 
chamber!” However, let me _ inject 
here, conventional cases will lengthen 
and the end of the neck cup in, creat- 
ing the illusion that the neck has 
thickened when a bullet is tried in a 
fired case neck. We all know that too. 
So, it appears that more of us than 
previously thought are trying to do 
something about the gap that exists 
between a factory chamber neck and 
a factory case neck. It is ridiculous —! 
Too, by whatever letters of the alpha- 
bet the loading die manufacturer is 
called, you just might not get with- 
in several thousandths of that which 
you specified on your special order! 
Whatever the size “Be proud of it —, 
it’s yours!” 

Over the years the .22-.250 has 
been my true love, and one of the 
main reasons was this case neck thing. 
One can take a good batch of Match 
30-06 brass and have all kinds of fun 
making all kinds of .22-.250 cases. 
Now, thanks to those who contributed 
the articles to Precision Shooting, 
there is more to think about. Yes, you 
sure can get thick case necks when 
coming down from ’06 to .22-.250 —! 
Reaming the necks is a chore, but also 
a challenge. It would be so nice if 
one had the correct size reamers in 
sequence. Someday, I will have re- 
gardless of cost. (I hope!) For years 
my .22-.250 cases have been made 
from ’06 brass with the conventional 
swage down die set, a Wilson case 
trimmer, a Forster outside neck turn- 
er, a 6.5 mm reamer, a .223 reamer, 
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a 7/32” reamer, several neck expander 
plugs, and a few different size neck 
dies, and, oh yes, a #4 taper pin 
reamer. The case necks fit the cham- 
ber neck and are just a bushing for 
the bullet. 

After swaging the ’06 brass to .250- 
3000 the neck is expanded somewhat 
and the 6.5 mm reamer used to hog 
out a batch of brass. Then the cases 
are necked down to .22-.250, the necks 
reamed with the 7/32” reamer and 
expanded a mite to be a tight fit on 


the Forster outside neck turner pilot. 
The outside of the neck is just barely 
cleaned up, and do you know that 
there will be high and low places 
lengthwise of the neck —? The 
shoulder left by the outside turner, at 
junction of neck and shoulder, is 
rounded out with a no taper chain 
saw file using a case spinner. The 
neck is then outside sized to .2555, 
give or take a couple of tenths, (The 
chamber neck is .256) and_ inside 
Continued on page 13 


SMALL RIFLE 
LARGE RIFLE 
SMALL PISTOL 
LARGE PISTOL 


oped specifically for “RELOADING” 


primers. Satisfy yourself — insist on 
FIRE” primers! 


ALCAN Company, Inc. 


ce eee s 3 

“MAX-FIRE” rifle and pistol primers were devel- 
quality 
center fire metallic ammunition. Alcan’s produc- 
tion methods, precision machinery, and modern 
priming mixture is combined to manufacture the 
Superior quality “MAX-FIRE” rifle and_ pistol 
“MAX- 


CENTER FIRE RIFLE & PISTOL 


PRIMERS 


FOR THE DISCRIMINATING RELOADER 
WHO INSISTS ON HIGHEST QUALITY 


Seminary Road - Alton, Illinois 


Fafereg 
THUMBHOLE 


Meets the needs for Competition Shooters. 


CATALOG NO. 67 


Designed to. simplify the important 
job of choosing a gunstock when 
modernizing your rifle or shotgun. 
Over 100 colorful illustrations plus 
timely examples of Fajen’s new stock 
siyles for Rifles and Shotguns. 

52 pages Spiral binding 
CATALOG $1.00 postpaid 


Designed for absolute comfort and ease in 


ANY position. Machine inletted ready to install on rifle with minimum amount of fitting— 


or custom fitted to your rifle. Rail cuts made for 


opular make rails. 


Available in Walnut 
Laminated Walnut/Walnut 
Laminated Maple/Walnut 
Laminated Maple/ Birch 
Laminated Maple/Maple 


Order Catalog No. 67 for complete description or write for Free leaflet. 


REINHART FAJEN 


Dept. PS, Box 338, Warsaw, Missouri 


Distributed on West Coast by 
GUNSTOCK SALES INC. 
20 Loma Linda Court, Orinda, Calif. 


INC. 


The Gunsmith BLACK 


FINISHING UNIT 


Made especially for the man who 
wants to do the best in firearm refin- 
ing — for himself or for profit. This 
same process is used by manufac- 
turers. Comes complete with tanks, 
burners, supply of 
PENTRATE cry- 
stals, instructions 
and all equipment 
needed. Write for 
details. 


HEATBATH 


CORPORATION 


Springfield 1, Massachusetts 


ws 


WESTERN NATIONALS CHAMP VIC AUER; runner-up Bill Grater, winner of Any Sight Aggre- 
gate, holding his 20X possible; Major Jim Hinkle, USMCR. All three shooters fired any sight 
1600’s. Admiring target is Peggy Adler, High Lady in the annual event at the Los Angeles Rifle 


& Revolver Club. 


Photo by Carl Knight 


FOR THE SHOOTER BY A SHOOTER 


Mark III BSA .22 Target Rifle— 


MARTINI- INTERNATIONAL 


Freeland “G1” International 
Butt Plate Complete $45.00 


FREELAND Olympic All 


Aluminum Butt Plate ... $13.50 
FREELAND Base Plate with 
Free Rifle Hook, Oly. ... $20.00 
FREELAND Butt Plate with 
Rubber Pad, Olympic . $16.00 
FREELAND Free Rifle Hook 
Only, Olympic $11.50 


Butt Plate Spacer %” “or %” $7.00 


REGAL BIPOD, mention scop eee 
FREELAND DEWAR CART. PBLOCK ree 


Foam padded Freeland glove ...........-- $5.25 
BSA MARK Ill OLY. PALM REST ... $17.50 
Freeland SWISS TYPE PALM REST .... $20.50 


FREELAND PALM REST, ball type .... 
52D—OLY. PALM REST : $ 
FREELAND ALL ANGLE Te 


green or gray, mention scope .......... 16.75 
Bipod, GALLERY SPEC. SCOPE STAND $19.40 
FREELAND BIPOD, mention scope .... $18.75 
FREELAND Carwindow attachment .... $8.50 
Freeland Superior Front Sight ......... $16 .00 
FREELAND TUBE rear sight ..... $42.50 


Freeland Fore End Stops 52M, 52T, "5, ; 
S13, 40%. and B2IT on a ee tale $3.50 


“AR” SHOOTING MAT |... ~. 0. +. 6 27.00 
FREELAND 52-D FORE-END STOP $4.50 
Freeland Sling Keeper ..............-- $1.25 
Kneeling Pade 3 is ase tine es tise ne $5.25 
Freeland Pistol Box Adapter ............ $5.25 
ZOGM, TRIPOD AZT 05 oo oix eee os eres wed $17.75 


ITEAVY WEIGHT 144%4# or LIGHTWEIGHT 
12#BSA _ For Right Hand or Left Hand Shooter 


It Is Supreme — It Is Accurate 
MARK III Less sights 
MARK III with 1-8 Min Parker-Hale sights $245.00 
MARK III with Freeland sights 


$210.00 


$280.00 


$15.50 
$31.25 
$22.00 


Freeland 30 Caliber Kit .... 

Frag i Rilfe Trunk A6T .... 

Y% Opening small bore kit . 

Freeland 31” Accessory Kit, 
% tray . #A3 


Mid-Century Cuff, Comb. . . 


Freeland POSITION-MASTER .......... $6.00 
ZLC ZOOM scope leather case .......... $6.25 
Freeland Recoil Spring ............... $4.00 
ZIPPER CASE, for most scopes .......... $5.25 
DeEixe: Cult Hook! =... wceidheten <a os $4.25 
61-S Olympic 1%” cuff-sling ...... . $6.00 
Freeland tapered cuff combination #61A_ .. $6.75 
Freeland AF55L Exceptional Leather 

REFER PGASE Harise oa eles ccctie gals vas $37.00 
10-X_ Rifle Coat yas htpsemtty Se $22.00 
ELEY AMMO SE22T, Ber Me. haber $39.00 
ELEY AMMO SE22M, WOE Ne sags ee 5 $26.00 


Check its win record 


ALL GUNS FROM AIR GUNS TO 
FINEST TARGET AND 
HUNTING WEAPONS 


Write us for all your Gun, Scope, Mount, Sight and Reloading Needs. 
Freeland and BSA Pamphlets Free — Send $1.00 for General Catalogue 


FREELAND’S SCOPE STANDS, INC. 


Al Freeland, Nationally Known Rifleman 


3737 14th Ave., 


ROCK ISLAND, ILL. 61201 


10 


U.S.A. Rifle Team 
Trains For ‘68 
Olympic Action 


The U. S. Army International Rifle 
Team moved into Mexico City in 
mid-April and began training for the 
1968 Olympics. 

Faced with vastly different con- 
ditions than those under which the 
team normally competes initial results 
fail to reflect any handicap. 

Lt. Margaret Thompson of the 
USIRT fought off weariness and 
blurred vision caused by the high al- 
titudes and rarefied air to emerge the 
winner in the initial team match. She 
won the Prone “English” match with 
a 595 — the world record is 598 — 
and took the 3-position Match with a 
1151 — the world record is 1155. In 
so doing she beat her own score of 
1148 fired at the World’s Shooting 
Championships in Wiesbaden, West 
Germany last July. 

SSG Martin Gunnarsson with an 
outranked 595 took second slot in the 
English Match with Major Tommy 
Pool at 593 in third. Cpt Bruce Mere- 
dith posted a 591 and Lt. Wallace 
Lyman, a newcomer to the US team 
fired a 590. 

In the Position Match a Mexican 
civilian placed second with Pool and 
Gunnarsson following at 1144 and 
1142 respectively. Pepe Gonzales of 
the Mexican Rifle Team shot a 1137. 

The altitude in the area reaches 
7400 feet above sea level. The team 
is acclimated to Ft. Benning, Ga., con- 
ditions where the altitude is 240 feet 
above sea level. 
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A Member of Long Standing 
Continued from page 5 


set into the tang which appears to be 
made from silver. The stem comes up 
under the spring bar of the sight. The 
aperture end of the rear sight has an 
adjustment for windage which can be 
locked into place with a screw driver. 
It has a peep-type aperture disk sim- 
ilar to those found on modern target 
sights, but much more finely made. 
One can aim very carefully with this 
arrangement. How such a thin, fine, 
front bead was filed escapes me. Ap- 
parently, however, this sort of thing 
was done effectively in past years. 

The stem that raises and lowers the 
rear sight is cut 100 threads to the 
inch, similar to present day target 
sights. 

THE BULLET 

The bullet shot in this gun is cylin- 
drical-conical. It measures at the base, 
exactly .50”. It is .963” in length and 
has a flat top or point which is .212” 
in diameter. The exact weight of one 
particular bullet is 498.6 grains. 

The bottle of sperm oil with the gun 
appears to be very old and is appar- 
ently part of the original equipment. 
In addition, some of the original loads 
used with the rifle are in an old ac- 
cessory box that came with the gun. 
Two types or sizes of black powder 
were used. Type FFG in 50, 60, 65, 
75 and 85.5 grain loads were carefully 
weighed and placed in small, glass 
bottles. Type FG was weighed in 85.5 
grain weight only. Curiously enough 
it is evident that precision shooters of 
olden days weighed their loads before 
matches, too, and put them up in 
bottles similar to the bottles and 
novocaine capsules some of our shoot- 
ers use today. 

In addition to the false muzzle 
there is a brass bullet starter and a 
short ramrod type hickory rod seven 
inches long with a knob handle. The 
opposite end of the rod has a brass 
ferrule. The wooden center is care- 
fully shaped to fit the bullet. The rod 
was used to seat the bullet seven in- 
ches down the barrel from the top of 
the false muzzle after it was started 
with the bullet seater. The seater ex- 
tended about two inches into the bar- 
rel. 

There is a porcelain funnel used 
during loading to start the powder 
down the barrel; also, a long copper 
tube which extends the full length of 
the barrel, lacking about an inch, has 


JUNE ’67 PRECISION SHOOTING 


a funnel soldered to the upper end. 
The tube is used in loading as a means 
of getting the powder to the base 
without particles catching on the bar- 
rel sides. This tube was probably made 
by Mr. R. C. Shannon, the gun’s pre- 
vious owner. 

Additional items with the gun in- 
clude extra nipples, aperture disks of 
varying sizes for the rear sight and 
tins of oiled patches. Cut linen patches 
not oil soaked were kept in an ancient 
tin marked, “Bon Bons Gomenol”, 
from 48 Rue de Petit Ecuree, Paris. 
In the loading kit is a supply of 
“Hooker’s Bleached Canton Flannel 
Shotgun Patches,’ for 12 and 16 
gauges. 

The Ferris rifle was built to shoot 
from a rest. A walnut front rest is in- 
cluded in the gun kit. It is cut in a 
semi-circle with a flat base 44% inches 
across and is 1% inches thick. It has 
been carefully hand inleted to fit 
snugly around the barrel and tightly 
against the ramrod when it is in place. 
The rest is partially cut away at the 
top with an opening two-thirds of the 
way through the top section in order 
to fit correctly around the front sight. 
POWDER MEASURES 

Several black powder loading tubes 
of tin were in the accessory kit. One 
is marked 56 grains, another 83 grains 
FG and a third, 125 grains. A glass 
tube with cork stoppers inserted in it 
is used for a powder measure, too, and 
is marked 61 grains. The cap maga- 
zine is marked, “Number 9, G. and 
T.W. Hawksley.” The Hawksleys were 
famous English flask manufacturers. 
Scratched on the side of the magazine 
is, “F. Cock, M. D., 1860.” 

A note in the shooting box reads, 
“50 grains of King Smokeless FG, in 
bottles, may not be enough. The cop- 
per powder flask has. some powder 
weight marked on the nozzle of flask. 
Also scratched are the various weights 
which it will throw. Oil bullets lightly 
when swaging them. Patches are oiled 
with sperm oil. Sperm oil in bottle.” 

Perhaps these notes were left to re- 
fresh the owner’s memory, but for 
whatever reason, the notes serve to 
point out the care which was taken 
by these early shooters in pursuing a 
noble sport. 

There is included with the accesso- 
ries an original target which came 
with the gun. On the back it is marked 
with the following notations: “200 
yards open sights and muzzle rest. 
Target made by Frank G. Pressey 


about 1880-82 by heavy muzzle 
loading rifle given to R. G. Shannon 
II, by his daughter, Mrs. H. B. Hol- 
land of Waterville, Maine.” 

The target contains 10 shots at 200 
yards. Center to center at the widest 
spread the measurement is 3.830”. 
The target has been flattened over the 
years, but it is the correct target for 
the gun without any question. When 
viewed from the back it can be easily 
seen that a bullet the size of those 
shot in the Ferris went through the 
holes. 

A newspaper clipping of the col- 
umn, “The Weekly Journal,’ from 
The Lewiston Evening Journal, Lew- 
iston, Maine, Friday, January 8, 1886, 
is datelined Waterville and reads in 
the last paragraph, “A Waterville cor- 
respondent sent an account of some 
remarkable shots made by Frank G. 
Pressey of Waterville, brother to War- 
ren Pressey of Lewiston, with a 50 cal- 
iber rifle at 220 yards distance. In ten 
successive shots he hit the bullseye 
each time and subsequently did the 
same thing in three successive shots.” 

Consider for a moment one of the 
more interesting parts of this gun, the 
false muzzle. It was designed to do 


WHY NOT? 


See before you buy? As a limited 
trial offer we'll send you our cur- 
rent issue for $1.00, which includes 
postage and handling. 


See for yourself why The HAND- 
LOADER is read by both novices 
and pros. The HANDLOADER cov- 
ers metallic & shotshell reloading 


with authoritative articles, bench 
tips, pull-no-punches product tests, 
pet loads, ete.—all written by 
known experts. 

Back issues are available in lim- 
ited supply at $1.00 each. Check 
with your local gun shop. Send $4.00 
for one year—or $1.00 for special 
sample offer. 


The HANDLOADER 


Dept. PS, Route 4, Box 3482 
Peoria, Illinois 61614 
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something that benchrest shooters to- 
day still attempt and that is to load 
exactly the same way every time. 

The false muzzle is placed on the 
end of the barrel and the bullet placed 
on a patch and gently forced into the 
enlarged end. The bullet seater is then 
placed over the false muzzle with a 
notch on the bullet seater fitted ex- 
actly on a knob extending from the 
top of the false muzzle. A firm sharp 
blow is then delivered to seat the bul- 
let, approximately one-half inch into 
the barrel of the gun. The short ram- 
rod then is used to move the bullet 
another several inches before the long 
ramrod seats it full length. The false 
muzzle is indispensable in shooting a 
gun of this type. Its loss or damage 
would reduce the gun’s accuracy. 

Inside the barrel the twist makes 
one complete turn in 24 inches with 
a slight gain twist. In shooting the 
gun I find that 85 grains of powder 
is not really sufficient. I have used 
100 with the heavy bullet to obtain 
greatly improved accuracy. 

Accuracy in the days when this gun 
was a champion was developed by the 
same careful processes benchrest shoot- 
ers use today. Careful measuring, 
loading, cleaning and sighting account 
for today’s successes, much the same 
as they did in the Ferris rifle era. 


In my opinion the improved accur- 
acy of today is the result of a num- 
ber of things. First, we have better 
rifle barrels made with better steel 
and made with more precise machin- 
ery. Certainly it would be difficlut to 
exercise more care than our fore- 
fathers did in building a gun, but we 
have improved our equipment and 
machinery. Secondly, our bullets are 
better. Biehler and Astles, Sherman, 
Culver, and others have produced ex- 
ceptionally high quality dies with re- 
sulting better bullets. 


It is interesting to note that the 
smallest group on record until some- 
where in the 1950’s was one shot by 
Rowland in a Pope rifle. Not until 
barrels the, quality of those made by 
Clyde Hart appeared did the Pope 
rifle lose its place of distinction. 


By tracing the steps that have been 
taken during the last hundred years 
in benchrest shooting it becomes quite 
clear that our sport is in and of it- 
self a science, a fascinating and inter- 
esting one which constantly challenges 
the minds and abilities of all bench- 
resters. And this is as it should be. 
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Reed’s Run Draws 45 for 
First Registered Shoot 


The Reed’s Run Rifle Range held its Two days of shooting were sand- 
first registered Bench Rest and Heavy wiched in between showers. The tail 


Varmint matches of 1967 on April 15 end of the Mid-West twisters provided 
a rugged wind on Saturday, but gave 


and 16 with 45 shooters participating, way. Sunday: to .an -oédiniary. shootizie 


including 25 in the varmint class only; day. 
16 bench rest only with four competing The following are the aggregate win- 
in both matches. ners. 
VARMINT 
5-Shot Agg. at 100 yds. 
Ist. James Henry Scottville, Mich. 5006 
2nd. Warner Henry Greenville, Mich. 5538 
3rd. Richard Hall Warsaw, N.Y. 5590 
5-Shot Agg. at 200 yds. 
Ist. Richard Hall 3925 
2nd. Bernard Cork Clarksburg, W. Va. 4963 
3rd. Ted Corder Fairmont, W. Va. 5655 
VARMINT GRAND AGGREGATE 
Ist. Richard Hall 4747 
2nd. Bernard Cork 5686 
3rd. Frank Jezioro Fairmont, W. Va. .6165 
BENCH REST 
5-Shot Agg. at 100 yds. 

Ist. “Cowboy” Rucker Akron, O. 3906 
2nd. Herbert Stark Bridgeport, W. Va. 3950 
5-Shot Agg. at 200 yds. 

Ist. Wesley Crail Leechburg, Pa. .2875 
2nd. Summers Dean Lucasville, O. 3885 
5-Shot Grand Aggregate 
Ist. Wesley Crail 3604 
2nd. Summers Dean 3997 
10-Shot Agg. at 100 yds. 

Ist. Frank Jezioro 9242 
2nd. Herbert Stark 5472 
10-Shot Agg. at 200 yds. 

Ist. James Henry 9049 
2nd. John Lyon Bridgeport, W. Va. 9215 
BENCH REST GRAND AGGREGATE 
Ist. Kenneth Gilbert Parkersburg, W. Va. 5581 
2nd. John Hart Bridgeport, W. Va. 5619 


PRECISION STAYNLESS STEEL MATCH TARGET BARRELS 
Blanks in calibers .224, 6mm, 6.5 mm, 7mm and .25 and .30 calibers available. 


.22 rim fire blanks sold installed in customer’s action only. 
For prices and particulars, write: 


Hart Rifle Barrels, Inc. 


LaFayette, New York, R. D. #2 Telephone Tully, N. Y. Area 315 NX 6-5624 
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Case to Chamber 
Continued from page 9 


reamed with a .223 reamer. The #4 
taper pin reamer is run in the case 
neck just far enough for a bullet to 
be started in the neck. The bullet is 
a stand up push fit in the case neck 
‘with a Wilson seater. The case neck 
is not blackened after firing, and it 
does not need sizing. Always run the 
.223 reamer in the case after firing 
to take out that inside ring that forms 
at junction of neck and shoulder. (I 
didn’t know anyone knew about that 
ring except me. Wish someone would 
make a tool-to take out the sharp 
corner the reamer leaves inside.) 
Previously, it never occured to me 
to use any lubricant in the sizing op- 


eration except lanolyn and _ grap- 
hite —, no lubricant on the reamer 
at all. I’m serious, “does it really 
help —>?” 


It sure would be nice to have a 
rifle chambered that would fit existing 
brass and —, loading dies to match 
the chamber. I have yet to see this, 
although Henry H. Moore says it is a 
fact. Sure want to believe it, if I can 
afford it! It would be most interesting 
to hear the big Manufacturer’s reason 
for making a rifle chamber one size, 
and ammo such a sloppy fit for it. 
Not only the case neck, but the dia- 
meter of the case at the shoulder as 
well. Too, the die people make only 
dies that size the case to orginal fac- 


tory dimensions, “Something  ain’t 
right”—, perhaps it’s us for putting 
up with it! 

* * * * * 


PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
by Dr. A. H. GarcELoNn 


It’s easy to stir up a hornets’ nest 
I find, and apparently I did just that 
when I instructed referees and com- 
petitors that the rules in the Varmint 
and Sporter class guns would be strict- 
ly enforced during the coming season. 
I spoke primarily of the blocking or 
sleeving of barrels. 

Experience demonstrates especially 
in our game of bench rest shooting 
that rules are difficult to write. And, 
too, that rules as written are easily 
evaded, bent, or broken, This fact 
of life indicated to me that strict en- 
forcement of the rules is essential to our 
organization and its future. 

The writing of rules is a method 
commonly employed to establish basic 
operating procedures so that every- 
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one involved has an equal opportunity 
to reach the same goal. Mechanically 
there are certain factors in the Var- 
mint and Sporter Classes that are 
limited in order that the development 
of shooting skills will result in winning 
groups. Paul Gotchall certainly dem- 
onstrated this fact to all of us, as have 
others. 

When the rules for the Varmit and 
Sporter classes were last written it 
was the intention of the directors that 
these guns be held to practical, con- 
ventional or traditional type firearms. 
Year after year we saw, I believe, the 
Heavy or Bench Rest Rifle competitors 
decrease in numbers. While the Var- 
mint and the Sporter Classes increased 
in numbers. 

I believe too, that the directors 
thought this change occured because 
the heavy guns, the accompanying 
rests and other equipment created an 
impression on those who saw them for 
the first time. Perhaps they felt that 
the proposition was beyond them in 
skills or pocket-book; and _ therefore, 
many who liked the idea of bench 
shooting and/or the attitude of bench 
shooters were frightened away from 
the game. Conversely, the simplicity, 
convenience, and: lack of expensive 
complicated equipment the newcomers 
viewed in the Varmint and Sporter 
rifles enticed them to become partic- 
ipants in this phase of bench shooting. 

Philosophically this thinking resul- 
ted in three types of competition. 
First, we have the Bench Rest Rifle. 
This is the heavy gun, with its two 
classes, separated only by definition of 
rest — namely mechanical returned to 
battery type and sand bags or their 
equivalent. There are no restrictions 
here as to weight, stock, barrel, caliber, 
method of shooting, scope or any- 
thing else, except the trigger must be 
mechanical and manually operated. 
This in a sense we might term the 
“experimental” class in bench shoot- 
ing. 

Second, we have the Heavy Varm- 
int, Light Varmint and Sporter Class- 
es. Here if one peruses the rules as 
written, one encounters restrictions. 
The directors when writing the rules 
considered the use of words such as 
“traditional”, and “conventional”. But 
having learned from past experience 
of the debates and arguments that in- 
evitably arise when clear, specific, de- 
finite terminology is not used, they de- 
cided to write the rules as they now 
appear in the rule book. The intention 


was clear to all who wrote the rules; 
to encourage the development of fire- 
arms along the traditional or convent- 
ional lines. They did not intend to 
allow rifles of these classes to develop 
into the so-called “monsters” of the 
heavy class. They did intend to hold 
these guns to a definite type and to 
encourage the growth of the National 
Association with a “competition” type 
of gun. So, here we have the com- 
petitive area of bench rest shooting. 

Third, we have the Hunter Class 
rifle. This is different again and the 
rules are so designed. I believe the 
Directors felt the need to do some- 
thing to enlarge the membership of 
NBRSA for one thing. I believe, too, 
that they (Directors) felt that many 
deer hunters, plinkers, back lot shoot- 
ers and others of the non-competitive 
group of gun owners “graduate” to 
the more sophisticated area of bench 
shooting if they once experience the 
pleasures we all know so well of shoot- 
ing from a bench, of learning to load, 
of learning how to make a gun shoot, 
of learning the many aspects of guns, 
ammunition, stocking and_ shooting 


A PRECISION CARTRIDGE 


PRIMING TOOL 


WITH “MECHANICAL PRIMER FEED 


A rapid, efficient tool that will auto- 
a insert y ares with great accuracy 


in both rifle and pistol cases. 


Each shell holder will handle two sizes 
of case heads. 


Priced at $28.80 P. P. which includes 
shell holder, two priming rods (large and 
small), magazine tube, loading tube, sorting 
tray, instructions. 


Standard shell holder for .38 Spl. and 
roy ao Extra shell holders (two cal.) for 


This cartridge primin gee allows you 
to clean and to inspect important 
primer pocket YET SPEND NO MORE 
TIME AT THE LOADING BENCH. 


THE GUN CLINIC 


81 Kale St. Mahtomedi 15, Minn. 
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skills. So, this the Hunter Class was 
established and rules written. 

It was the hope of the Directors 
that the old line, skilled bench shoot- 
ers attend these matches, not as com- 
petitors, but rather as goodwill am- 
bassadors, giving freely of their know- 
ledge and skills, and the comradship 
so typical of the bench game. In this 
manner, encouraging newcomers to 
become members of NBRSA and 
eventually competitors in NBRSA 
tournaments. 

This all is written to point up my 
philosophy as the executive officer of 
the NBRSA. This is the basic reason 
why I feel that the intent .of. the var- 
ious rules is so important to each and 
every member of NBRSA. This is why 
I have instructed all referees to main- 
tain the rules as written. In the few 
situations where there may be a ques- 
tion the referees will rule as in the 
past in favor of the shooter. 

It is my sincere hope that 
I may have hurt by insisting 
enforcement will consider the various 
factors involved in a decision of this 
type. I feel certain that the fair play 
doctrine that is and has been so out- 
standing in the members of NBRSA 
will prevail, and that we all will bene- 
fit from this decision in the long run. 
If the rules are good rules let us all 
abide by them, and if they are bad 
rules, let’s change them. 


anyone 
on full 


Ed Frombach Sweeps 
Aggregates at First 
Puget Sound Shoot 


The Puget Sound Bench Rifle Club 
held its first shoot on April 2 under 
sunny skies with light switching wind 
conditions prevailing. 

Ed Frombach laid down the law 
and swept the aggregates, winning 
with a .320 in the 100-yard Heavy 
Varmint; .412 in the 100-yard Light 
Varmint; and scoring 1.345 in the 
Hunting Handgun class. 

In the Heavy Varmint class Roy 
Norman took second with .384 and 


DeBORD STAMP SHOP 
R. D. #1 (Penn-Craft) 
East Millsboro, Pa. 15433 
A rubber stamp for making practice 


200 yard bench rest targets. Aiming 
square and center rings are of official 
dimensions. Price $2.50. Also the 
100 yard bench rest target stamp for 
$2.50. 
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Orville Johns placed third at .420. 
Wayne Davidson was second in the 
Light Varmint with .464 and Bob 
Sumner with a .474 took third. Sum- 
ner, attending his first match, missed 
winning the Light Varmint aggregate 
by one wind-blown shot that put him 
in third. 

Of particular interest to many will 
be the results of the Hunting Hand- 
gun class. Allen Bench at 1.372 was 
second and Manley Oakley with 1.823 
came in third. Other finishers ard 


3 ay Si Or eat 


PUGET SOUND HUNTING HANDGUN class shooters, left to right: Ken Glanzer, Roy Norman, 


Ed Frombach, Allen Bench and Bill Scavotto. 


1.110 


A SAMPLING of targets shot 


with. Rem.. XP-100 by Allen 
ed a 6X Bushnell, 
enr, 63, and 52 gr. 


Bench., He 
17 gr. 4198; 
Speer. 


their scores were; Ken Glanzer, 2.049; 
Roy Norman, 2.131; and Bill Scavotto, 
2.339. 

In the Handgun class all shooters 
used Remington XP-100’s. Allen 
Bench writes, “Have included the 
groups I shot with the XP-100 in 
this match. They are representative 


of the type groups we are getting. The 
wide shots are not due to the equip- 
ment or the wind, just the shooter’s 
hold. Just a slightly tighter hold will 
put the shot low.” 
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BEDDING 


by M. H. WaLKER 


If we assign relative importance to 
the various items associated with the 
rifle and its ability to make competi- 
tive groups, bedding is probably the 
most important one. Given reasonable 
bullets and a Hart barrel or equiva- 
lent, most of our problems generate in 
the connection between the stock and 


the action. 


We can probably get plenty of dis- 
agreement on how the job of ‘bed- 
ding a stock should be done, but I 
believe many shooters now agree that 
the stock and action connection should 
be bedded in such a way that there 
is no stress or strain on the receiver 
or the stock. This has to be qualified 
a little because obviously there’s go- 
ing to be some compressive stresses 
when the guard screws are tightened. 
The type of stresses we're talking 
about are those which would bend the 
receiver or the stock under the action. 

In rifles of medium to heavy recoil 
considerable flexing of the action and 
barrel occur when the shot is fired. 
After the shot is fired each part of 
the system must return to its original 
position relative to every other part 
in order to have a good shooting rifle. 
If bending stresses occur between the 
parts due to poor fitting or if ex- 
cessive friction exists between the 
parts, then the action and barrel will 
be pointing in a different direction 
than the stock for each shot. Logically 
this is the situation we are attempting 
to avoid. 

There are several methods of in- 
spection during the operation of fit- 
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ting a stock that have been in use by 
several shooters for some time, indicat- 
ing that these methods are working 
well and that the results justify the 
effort. These methods are based on 
skill with the hands rather than ex- 
pensive measuring equipment. 

Let’s assume that we are bedding 
a round-bottom receiver such as one 
of the custom actions or a Model 40X. 
Let’s assume also that the stock has 
been fitted by an expert stockmaker 
and the rifle gave exceptionally good 
results at some previous time, and that 
we have run into trouble with groups. 
Some of the signs that we look for in 
difficulty with bedding are two groups 
(two shots in one hole, three in an- 
other) or stringing from lower right 
to upper left- or vice-versa, or just 
plain horizontal or vertical groups. To 
be sure that the bedding is at fault, 
we must be able to eliminate some of 
the other variables. We must know 
that the telescope is a known good 
shooter, and that the bases are secure. 
We must be able to tell whether the 
wind conditions are giving us horizon- 
tal, and we must know that sometimes 
mirage will give us verticals. We must 
be able to eliminate these variables 
from our test. 

So we’ve made up our minds the 
other variables have been eliminated 
and we’re pretty sure that the bedding 
is at fault. We have the rifle on the 
bench and we are ready to pick up 
the screwdriver. First, let’s see if the 
receiver is being excessively stressed 
or flexed by the center guard screw. 


Stand the rifle on the bench, butt 
down, and with the screwdriver, turn 
the center guard screw in and out 
with a finger laid against the barrel 
and the forend tip. If the receiver is 
being bent down in the center by the 
center guard screw, the barrel will 
move at the forend tip when the cen- 
ter guard screw is tightened and 
loosened. Any more than just a dis- 
cernable amount of movement is too 
much. No movement at all is the most 
desirable. We must carefully check to 
see that the wood is not high at this 
point. It is unlikely that any flexing 
will occur if the wood is high. 

We can very easily tell if the wood 
is high in the center by removing the 
center guard screw, placing the left 
hand at the tang of the. receiver and 
tightening and loosening the rear 
guard screw. Any flexing of the tang 
of the receiver will indicate that the 
wood is high in the center. 


STAND THE RIFLE on the bench, butt down, 
and with a screwdriver, turn the center gard 


screw in and out. Photo by Walker 


Let’s assume that we find something 
wrong here. The next operation is to 
remove the action from the stock and 
coat the bottom with lamp black and 
oil. The lamp black and oil should 
be of a fairly stiff consistency, just 
brushable with a stiff brush as we 
want only a thin coat. Now, when 
the action is placed in the stock, be 
careful not to mark the stock inad- 
vertantly by assembling in the wrong 
manner. The best bet is to center the 
barrel in the forend groove and lower 
the action carefully into the bed. In- 
serting the front guard screw and 
tightening it will mark the wood with 
the lamp black. Think carefully about 
where to’ remove the wood, as it is 
easy to go wrong at this point. 

Let’s say that we got flexing of the 
tang when we made the test and that 
we want to remove wood at the center 
of the action. I prefer a half-round 
chisel for this work. Other methods 
leave a fuzzy surface. Repeated inser- 
tions of the action and precise chisel- 
ing should allow us to get the tail 
down to the point where it does not 
flex with the rear guard screw. Essen- 
tially, all bedding work should be done 
with the front guard screw only. 

In removing the high spots take on- 
ly a one or two thousandth shaving. 
In this manner we can expect to get 
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WE CAN VERY EASILY tell if the wood is 
high in the center by removing the center 
guard screw, placing the left hand at the tang 
of the receiver and tightening and loosening 
the rear guard screw. Walker photo 


reasonably full contact between the 
action and the stock. The top edges 
of the stock should not fit the receiver 
too tightly as this will cause excessive 
friction. We need only a contact be- 
tween the stock and the bottom of the 
receiver of about 120° to 150°. Under 
these conditions then, changes in mois- 
ture will not cause binding at the top 
edges of the stock. 

Some additional items to look for: 
Does the barrel contact the wood at 
any point? In other words is it free 
floating? The best check for this is to 
take a piece of cardboard at least 


020” in thickness and use it as a 
guage between the barrel and_ the 
forend groove. Remember that the 


stock and barrel will tend to flex to- 
gether when the rifle is laid on the 
sandbag. 

Another checkpoint is the guard 
screws. They should clear the wood 
completely and should not bind in any 
way during the tightening operation. 
The recoil shoulder should touch only 
on its back surface, not on the bottom, 
sides or front. The bolt handle should 
not contact’ the wood on front or back, 
and preferably not on the bottom. 
The trigger guard should fit snugly 
in its bed in the wood and not shift 
to any great extent, for it is this part 
which prevents sliding and rotation of 
the receiver when the screws are 
tightened. 

Another inspection point is the re- 
coil shoulder itself. The front guard 
screw should actually pull the action 
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back against the recoil shoulder. For 
this reason the guard screw hole in 
the receiver should be slightly forward 
of the guard screw hole in the wood. 
The recoil shoulder itself should have 
at least a 70% to’ 80% contact over its 
rear surface. Preferably it should con- 
tact on its outer edges and from top 
to bottom with possibly a little clear- 
ance in the center. 

Once the job is completed, we can 
then determine whether the job is a 
good one or not. After a shakedown 
test the rifle should be cleaned and 
allowed to cool. On starting the next 
group the first shot should be centered 
in the group. Any time the rifle is 
fired thereafter if the first shot from a 
clean, cold barrel is out of the group, 
then there is probably something 
wrong with the bedding. For this test 
the condition of the barrel should be 
reasonable, that is, not filled with 
cleaning solutions, but wiped dry with 
at least a single tight patch or two 
patches if anything less than tight. 

Sometimes it takes only a few swipes 
of the chisel to bring a rifle back to 
good shooting condition so don’t over- 
do the work. If this is your first bout 
with a bedding problem I suggest you 
practice on a rifle of which you are 
not proud. 


CHECK TO BE SURE that the barrel is free 
floating by using a piece of cardboard at least 
.020” as a gauge between the barrel and the 


forend groove. Walker photo 


WHIRLWIND IN 
THE WEST 


by GrorcE M. FuLLMER 


Last December, at the California 
State Matches for Hunting Rifles, 
there was an upset that has with time 
become a challenge that surpasses all 
understanding. A NEW shooter with 
a barrel made by a craftsman, but not 
of the Big Three, slipped in and took 
the match his first Hunter Rifle 
match. 

As in most shooting matches the 
crowd was watching their own choice 
for winner. Each group figured rather 
closely where in the pack system they 
would fit. 


The rifle is a left-hand Rem. 700- 
722 in .308 Win. caliber with a fac- 
tory converted stock, 6X Weaver 


scope and a Titus barrel that was 
NOT throated. 


It cleaned house, not only on lowly 
factory rifles, but also on custom 
6mm’s including’ the popular 6mm-250 
that has been till now one of the most 
accurate calibers in this form of com- 
petition. 


The shooter made the left-hand 
conversion himself and in so doing 
made the action even stiffer than was 
made by Remington. As a custom 
smith, he specializes in left-hand rifles. 


In February, at the Richmond ma- 
tches, he added insult to injury by 
coming in on top again and also with 
the same rifle winning the IRON 
SIGHT MATCH. With becoming 
modesty he informed one of the top 
competitors that “I can take your rifle 
and beat you with it, also beat that 
rifle with mine.” 

Overnight this competitor has be- 
come the man to beat. While it is pos- 
sible that this man, like. Pluth, could 
retire undefeated from local compet- 
ition, it is more likely that he will con- 
tinue thill one of the Hot Shots does 
“get him.” 

If he does stay, “get him” they 
will. Already some five Hart barreled 
.30 calibers of various commercial and 
wild-cat persuasion are in the making 
and three of the new .25 calibers are 
in process. 

Using the same rifle, in March 
this competitor at Eagle Rock Range 
on the 50 meter I. S. U. target shot 
with scope a 49, 50, 50, 47, and 50. 
With irons the score was 241 — the 


“cc 
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highest scope or iron sight scores that 
have been shot to this time. Monday, 
a least five dentists asked their pat- 
ients how it was that their teeth sud- 
denly were ground down so far since 
their last appointment. This gunsmith 
had six new orders for Hart barrels. 

The word went out, GET BUR- 
TON FERRELL. The merits of var- 
ious cases, both commercial and wild- 
cat, were hashed over till the wee 
hours. The psychological effect of 
match shooting on various of the Hot 
Shots was considered. The good and 
also-good were compared. Which of 
the leaders had the best chance? Mel 
Underwood who has shot out this 
world in practice was compared with 
his son Ben Underwood who can do 
it in MATCHES. Bill Haines who 
has won a good share at Eagle Rock 
was set against Floyd Workman who 
has done his bit in cleaning up. 
The fellows who just slip in if they 
ever get things “going their way” were 
brought up. 

As things stand now, the larger 
print of the .308 does seem to give 


an advantage over the smaller print 
of the 6mm’s. Many point out that 
if GROUP SIZE were compared the 
6mm would win. At this time it does 
NOT appear that in competent hands 
the increased recoil of the .308 Win. 
is any disadvantage over the lesser 
recoil of the 6mm-250 type case. As 
long as in Hunter Rifle the placing 
of shots is more important — right- 
ly — than group size, a GOOD 1308 
does seem to have a lot going for it. 


As things stand now, the man who 
“takes” Burton Ferrell will win more 
than just a shooting match. He will 
go down in local history. 


If Burton can stand being beaten — 
and beaten he will be — and still con- 
tinue to compete, the road to a clean 
250 possible score (aggregate) will be 
short. It is friendly competition. It is 
test, and alter, and test again — and 
the spirit of “darn you, wait till next 
match”. 

Gentlemen, this had become one of 
the most interesting forms of comp- 
etition ever! 


Photo by Carl Knight 


ST. LOUIS BENCHRESTERS MEET 


by Vince DILLon 

The first weekend matches at the 
St. Louis Benchrest Club were held 
April 22 and. 23. The Bench Rest 
Rifle Class Match was held Saturday 
evening. Henry Freytag took top hon- 
ors in three of the five record matches 
at 100 yards, four of the five matches 
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at 200 yards and was the aggregate 
winner with .4035. Al Walter was sec- 
ond with .4571 and 11-year old Vicki 
Dillon, shooting in her first match, 
was third with .54535. 

Freytag used a Hart barreled Weber 
action in cal. 22214. Walter fired with 
a Remington action and Hart barrel 


gunsmithed by Bauscher in 219. Vicki 
used a 222 Remington with Sake ac- 
tion barreled by Hart. 

The Sporter Class competition was 
Saturday evening also. M. H. Jones 
of Fargo, North Dakota, with an ag- 
gregate of .70075 won over Phil Brod- 
erick with a .76025. Jones shot a 
Remington action Hart barrel combi- 
nation gunsmithed by Yeager in .243 
cal. Broderick’s rifle with Shilen ac- 
tion and Hart barrel was gunsmithed 
by Art Freund in .243. 

The Heavy Varmint match began 
10 am. Sunday under cloudy skies 
with strong winds. At the break be- 
tween 100 and 200 yards the rain 
came down. When the rain slowed 
those who had failed to cover, their 
rifles poured water from the barrels 
and the match continued. 

The results were Frank Muriel with 
.46325, A. J. Freund at .46435 and 
F. H. Bentrup with .54435. Muriel 
shot a rifle built by Bob Hart in 
.222%2, while Freund used a rifle 
built by himself, including action, 
with a Hart barrel in .222% cal. 
Bentrup used an S & L action and 
Hart barrel in .222 which he built. 


+e & & 


Membership Asked To 
Express An Opinion 


Elsewhere in P.S. you will find a 
philosophical discussion about the 
blocking of barrels, and the sleeving 
of actions and barrels together. We 
have a rule in the Varmint and Sport- 
er classes which specifies barrel dim- 
ensions. 

I have tried to explain some of the 
background of the rule as it appears. 
To my mind if we have a rule we 
must all abide by it. The rule is clear 
and changes, evasions, or even 
bending of the rule cannot be toler- 
ated — it would be detrimental to the 
benchrest game. I have had objections 
from three gunsmiths who question 
the particular rule. They make blocks 
and sleeves that are attached to the 
barrels. 


I have written the directors re- 
questing their opinions. A majority 
feel we should enforce the rule. 


The suggestion, and I believe it’s 
an excellent one, that members of the 
Association write their directors exp- 
ressing their opinions of the barrel 
dimension rule would help in decid- 
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ing to keep or change the rule. Any 
change in the rules will not occur 
until the annual meeting of the dir- 
ectors which will be held in October. 
Copies of your letters to your directors 
should be sent to the office of the 
President also. 


KEEP INFORMED BY THE EXPERTS 


ENTER Your SuBscripTION TO PRECISION SHOOTING Topay 
the official publication of the National Benchrest Shooters Association 


PS makes an excellent gift for any occasion 
(USE THIS HANDY SUBSCRIPTION FORM) 


In the next issue we will run a ( ) NBRSA membership and PS for 
sampling of the opinions expressed one year — $6.00 
by the membership. ( ) PS only, one year — $4.50 
Dr. A. H. GarcELONn a 
Bccstad i | PIN ARRC achastbvivecscbvorosatsnainansndettloccnneete 
Street ccriadin seine secsenbineseteccasdows 
CALEY ees eve co otstlavtnan Sacre Svaash ae vuhere 


Classified type ads; no display. Rates:—10c 
per word per insertion, prepaid. Minimum 
charge $1.00. Closing date for ads is the last 
Saturday of the month preceding publication. 

Groups of figures, abbreviations and initials 
count as words. Hyphenated word counts as 
two words. Name and address of advertiser is 
counted. Use full words instead of initials and 
n> a a and make your meaning entirely 
clear, 


FOR SALE: 30.06 Springfield International rifle 
and 30 Newton Wimbledon Rifle. New reduced 
prices. Mrs. Henry Wright, 3402 E. Madison, 
Fresno, Calif. 


FOR SALE: .22 and .30 caliber Biehler & Astles 
dies with A2 R C B § press, complete with 
ejector frame; used very little. $450. Sigmund 
J. Gucfa, 1131 Broadway, Buffalo, N.Y. 14212. 


ALOX BEESWAX BULLET LUBRICANT: 
N.R.A. Formula — Improved accuracy, no 
leading — $1.90 per 12 oz. can — equals SIX 
STICKS — also three cans for $4.95 — all 
postage prepaid — Free bench-rest aiming 
squares with each can — FAST SERVICE. John 
Cain, Box 227, Kensington, Md. 20795. 


BULLET JACKETS (Winchester) .22 Caliber 
.705 length, $13.00 per M — 10 samples $.30. 
30 Caliber 1.100 and 1.200 lengths $21.00 per 
M. 10 samples all one or five each, $.50. Sample 
cost deducted from first order. Everything 
prepaid. Inquire for RWS primer prepaid 
prices on 5M quantities up. D.K.M. Enterprises, 
7608 El Paso St., La Mesa, Calif, 92041 


*““MAGNUM CLAMP” 


for %4”, 7%” and 1” tube sizes. 


Features: 


Wider and Heavier Construction 
Positive Tightening 


Easy Installation 


Attractive Appearance 


SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE $4.75—(Any Size). 
Our catalog upon request 


JOHN UNERTL OPTICAL CO. 
3551-55 East St. Pittsburgh, Pa. 15214 
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( ) Check enclosed 


| m \ 


WESTERN NATIONALS Smallbore Champion — Victor L. Auer. 


( ) PS only, two years — $8.00 


( ) Outside of U.S. and Canada, PS, 
one year — $5.50 


( ) Bill me later 


PRECISION SHOOTING 
HIGHLAND AVENUE 
WINTHROP, 


MAINE 04364 


Photo by Carl Knight 


Tulsa Results 


The first shoot of the season hosted 
by the Tulsa Bench Rest Rifle Club was 
held on May 21. Hunter Matches 
scheduled for May 20 were rained out. 


On Sunday Red Cornelison collected 
a grand aggregate of .4515 in the bench 
class followed by Larry Englebrecht 
with .5782 and Art Day with .6288. 


In Heavy Varmint competition John 
Bushnell with a grand aggregate of 
.4695 topped A. E. Castleberry at .5233 
and Alan Hall with .5451. 


Jim Hale took Light Varmint honors 
with a grand of .5529. Charles Long 
was second at .5613 and Horace Powere 


placed third with .7029. 


Dave Whittington, Larry Englebrecht 
and Alan Hall referred. 
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“Little Scoops of Poop 


from Coop” 


Compiled by Dermot C. Reilly 
(God rest his soul in the Happy H.G.) 


Coop on Deer Conservation 

“When I was a boy (1) I saw a deer 
weighed at Cedar River (2) Headquar- 
ters that went 375 lbs. dressed (3). I 
think that the reason why we don’t 
see any big deer any more is that now 
they tend to be isolated in little pockets 
and become inbred. In the days of 
dogging deer the blood got mixed up 
better.” 

“If I had my way, each hunter 
would be allowed one deer, buck, doe 
or fawn. Dogging would be allowed 
with a dog weighing no more than 
25 lbs. Then no more deer would be 
killed but none would be wasted and 
we would have big deer again and 
the herd generally would be in a lot 
better shape. 

W. W. (circa) 1938 

Footnotes 

1. In the 1870's 

2. Hamilton County, New York 
3. Gutted 


Coop on Relations with Game Ward- 
ens 

The occasion: A trip into the woods 
at 10:30 p. m. to bring out a doe 
which one of the hunters Coop guided 
had accidently (?) shot. (Waste is a 
sin; illegal possession of doe meat was 
only a technical “voyalation”). Coop 
and his companion in the salvage 
operation had lain silently in the snow 
for a half hour deciding whether foot- 
steps they had heard were those of 
a deer, bear or man. 

“No, I ain’t concerned with J----, 
but they might sneak in an eager new 
feller on the quiet. J---- used to be 
on of the worst “Voyalators” around 
here. I know because I used to “VOY- 
ALATE” WITH HIM. I remind him 
now and then just in case he might 
get sanctimoneous.” 


W. W. (circa) 1936 


Coop on Rifles 
“Tt isn’t so much what you hit them 
with as where you hit them. The best 
deer rifle I ever had (for me anyhow) 
was a *.25 - 35. I could put a bullet 
just about where I wanted to, and it 
didn’t jump, so I could get in another 
shot if I needed it, which I usually 
didn’t. I lost it when I got burned 
out and can’t find another.” 
W.W,. (circa},4.1939 
* 1894 Win hester 


wejgkt — * 
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full length, full 


Hunter Rifle Match, Council Cup Range, Wapwallopen, Penna. 


The Ist. of the three scheduled 
Hunter Rifle Matches was held on 
Sunday April 30 with a bright blue 
sky overhead and a brisk warm wind 
blowing, the weather was fine and so 
was the turn out for the»first shoot 
of theseason. 


A.total of 30 shooters were regis- 
tered and ready to get started with the 
afternoon match. The shooters ‘ were 
set up in two relays and with all guns 
weighed. in and benches drawn the 
benches drawn the crowd was ready 
to go. 


The first relay was called to the 
firing line by Range Master, Wally 
Hart. A total of six matches were 
fired, one warm-up and five record 
matches for aggregate. Robert Hart 
did all the scoring and there were on- 
ly two decisions which had to be ruled 
on. These being a crossfire decision 
and a scoring penalty ruling. The mat- 
ter was talked over by the referee, 
Chet Shiner and Wally Hart and a 
fair decision was made. The match 
ran very smoothly and all shooting 
was completed by 5:00 o’clock P.M. 


The final scores.were posted and a 
thirty minute time limit was alloted 
for any protest. After this Mr. Hart 
awarded the trophies to the winners 
of the three classes. 


A short informal meeting was held 
with all the shooters and discussions 
were brought up on the rule pertain- 
ing to the ten point penalty ruling on 
more than one shot on a bull, exclud- 
ing the sighter bull. The final decis- 
ion was stated and to be ruled as 
such, that if two or more shots were 
fired on any one of the record bulls 
the lowest score would be reported. 
Reason: The target can not be bet- 


HANDLOADERS 


tered by shooting more than one shot 
at any record bull. 


The complete absence of a rule of 
crossfires was brought up. The final 
decision was made and the ruling will 
be the same as N.R.A.’s rule for cross- 
fires, which is if a crossfire is made 
and the shot scores and eight on the 
other competitors target, the person 
firing the crossfire would receive a one 
point penalty and the shot would be 
scored on his target as a seven. The 
above two rulings were in favor of all 
the shooters present. 


The new targets were not received 
in time for use in this match and the 
old six bull target without the frame 
lines where used. These were the 
ones which Past President, Bruno Bor- 
oszewski had printed for the matches 
held last year. 


CLASS WINNERS 


MastTErR CLAss 
W. Huntingdon (228) 45.6 Agg. 
R. Browne (200) 40.0 Age. 
Hunter CLass 
C. Lawley (238) 47.4 Age. 
J. Scrimgeour (216) 43.2 Age. 
Novice Crass 
(223) 44.6 Age. 
(222) 44.4 Age. 


J. Eckrote 
R. MacDonough 


First Four PLaces OVERALL 
Charles Lawley, C. W. Huntingdon, 
J. Eckroth and R. MacDonough 


MAKE YOUR OW” 
Cartridge box reloading/ information 
labels -.n plain gum-backed paper 
with a rubber.stazmp from DeBord 
Stamp Shop. Spaces provided for 
very comffete reload information. 
Price $3.00 P. P. 
DEBORD STAMP SHOP 
R. D. #1 (Penn-Craft) 
East Millsboro, Pa. 15433 


TAKE WITCHCRAFT 


OUT OF F.ANDLOADING 


Compute loads for modern rifle cartridges with the Powley Computer 
for Handloaders and the Powley psi Calculator. 
Powley Computer for Handloaders $3.50 @ Powley psi Calculator $2.00 
Both in one Package for $5.00 


Note: 


The new pressure calculator cannot be operated without the 


Powley Computer for Handloaders. 
To calculate the path of your bullet you also need 
Powley’s High Velocity Trajectory Chart 
And the sophisticated ballistician will need 
Powley. PMAX Pressure Gauge for Large Riftes 
100 Pellets for Above 


HUTTON RIFLE RANCH pepr. pr 


1043 GREENLEAF CANYON ROAD 
TOPANGA, CALIFORNIA 90290 
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A world of good awaits you in Maine 


where suddenly there’s time, and room, and reason... 


Time to simply stand and gaze at the sky, 
to scan the sea — looking for nothing, but 
seeing all. There’s room to (be by yourself, to 
run where the coolness of the lake laps the 
shore and then stroll with only the warmth 
of the sand on your feet. 

There’s room to reach ut with your eyes 
and your arms and your mind. 

And there’s reason, al’ the reason in the 
world, to talk to a tre@—to ask: the tall 
silent Pine ‘‘'How many mornings, how 
many years, have you stood there welcom- 
ing first the sun and then finally the snow?” 

There’s contentment, excitement, wonder, 


music and peace. A child giggles. A gull 
cries. Lobsters sizzle and steam. You swim, 
splash, sail, climb, golf, hike and fish. 


The sun dances on the lake as waves 
gently slap the wharf. A’water bug darts in 
the reeds. A breeze stirs. The auctioneer’s 
hammer shouts “Bang, sold!” The audience 
hushes_as ‘‘Broadway” performs in a barn. 

Antiques, history, mountains, museums, a 
lighthouse that has stood since Washing- 
ton’s day — a trickle that starts in the virgin 
wilderness and grows to rushing white water 
as it wends its way to meet the pounding 
surf of the sea. 


This is Maine —a world of good that 
awaits you. Start planning now. Then, come 
summer — Come to Maine. 


The Maine Vacation Planner suggests some 
of the many things to see and do in Maine. 
For a 24-page Vacation Guide and an official 
highway map send your name and address 
plus 25¢ in coin to: Maine Vacation Guide, 
1880 Gateway Circle, 
Portland, Maine 04102. 


Come to Maine } mane 


